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nationality. The dynasty could only maintain itself, and the
nascent Empire too, by combating the aspirations of the nobility
and by curbing their power through a centralizing policy. It is
significant that the Crown always pressed for centralization when
the existence of the Empire was at stake, as in the Thirty Years
War, and in the struggle against Prussian aggression.
When the great revolts of the nobility in the seventeenth cen-
tury were crushed by the Emperors, this was followed by ruthless
Catholization and by the spread of the German language by the
Imperial bureaucracy, though not at all for national reasons.
That time has left very bitter memories in the minds of the Czech
and Hungarian nations and every believer in religious tolera-
tion and the rights of man will feel repelled by the measures of
Ferdinand II and Leopold I against the defeated Protestants.
They exhibited the same spirit as Louis XI V's persecution of the
Huguenots, though they did not equal in ruthlessness the oppres-
sion of the Irish by Cromwell. The ways of history, however,
are so strange that one may wonder whether the treatment meted
out to the Bohemian and Hungarian rebels by the victorious
Habsburgs was not really to the lasting profit of the Czech and
Hungarian nations. It was sixty-three years after the battle of the
White Mountain that a powerful Turkish army besieged Vienna,
and was only defeated by the greatest exertions of Austria, the
Empire, Poland, and the Pope.1 If the Austrian, Bohemian and
Hungarian nobility had won in their struggle with the Habs-
burgs, the nascent Empire would have been split up into many
small states, which would never have been able to withstand
the Turkish onslaught. Europe would probably have become
Turkish up to the Rhine, and the whole of western Europe would
have become a French Empire, which, having the navies of
France, the Netherlands and Spain at its disposal, would prob-
ably also have swallowed England. If Louis XIV failed in his
efforts to dominate Europe, this was primarily due to the com-
bined strength of Austria and England which secured the main-
tenance of the Balance of Power. If Austria had been destroyed
through a victory of the Protestant nobility, there would have
.been no longer any obstacle to the expansion of the two great
military despotisms, France and the Ottoman Empire, which
were constant allies in the struggle against the Habsburgs. The
German princes were to a large extent already in the pay of the
1 The Turkish army before Vienna amounted to 230,000, while 23,000 Austrians
defended the city, and the rescue army consisted of 06,000, of whom 27,000 were
Poles. The Pope had a large share in the victory by his diplomatic and financial aid.